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© Principal’s Message

With our diligent students, sagacious teachers,
devoted staffs and ardent parents, 2009 Raritan
Valley Chinese School is now in full swing.

This year we have some new faces in our
teachers. They are:

Language class: CSL teacher — Sharon Tung;
Advanced A teacher — ChenRen Lin

Culture class: Chinese Knotting — Michelle Ma;
Chinese Chess/Mahjong — Dixon Lee & Sophia
Young

It is grateful to note that our Culture class
instructors: Kaitlyn (Chinese Dance), Michelle
(Chinese Knotting) and Sophia (Chinese
Chess/Mahjong) are all high school students in
our current Advanced classes.

Our adult classes continue drawing many
parents’ attention and interests. It is a great
opportunity to give yourself a chance to learn
some new things while your little ones are in
class. This year, we have: Tai-Chi, line dance,
flower arrangement and self-care.

Details about students, teacher and home room
parent of each class, family contact information
and school rules and policies can all be found in
2009 RVCS School Directory.

This year we have total of 107 students enrolled,

which is a drop from 113 last year; with 73
families listed in this year’s directory, that’s also
a small drop of 4 families from last year.

Here are some key events happened around the
school since July this year:

* 4H Fair * Teacher Day Party * Somerset
Diversity Interfaith Festival * Chinese Festival
Introduction (Mid-Autumn Festival) * Double Ten
Flag Ceremony * Marrow Drive * Fire Drill * Class
Picture

Please mark your calendar for the upcoming
major events in RVCS this year:

11/15 - Bake Sale/Taiwan Disaster Relieve
Fundraising

11/22 - School-wide Public Speech Preliminary
12/12 - School-wide Public Speech Final

12/13 - Christmas Wreath Pick-up

12/20 - Christmas Party

One special note: Starting from 11/8/09 till New
Year Party, 2/6/10, there will be a text book
evaluation table set up at the hallway in front of
H111 to introduce and explain the alternative
plan for the new text books. This is a necessary
action for us to take proactively such that we
could offset the impact by the to-be-
implemented new recycle program and/or pay-
by-user policy, contrary to the current practice,
on the text books provision process from the
Taiwanese Government Agency. The proposed
text books are for your perusal and meant to
provoke some insights and discussions. Families
will have a chance to cast their vote at the New
Year Party right before dinner starts.

Given the dwindled enrollment from 2009 data, |
like to encourage everyone to act as bona fide
“School Ambassador” to introduce or talk with
your friends or relatives about the benefits and
the funs that your sons or daughters are
currently having in this school. | also like to thank
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every one who devotes their time and efforts for
the school. Without volunteers, school will falter,
it’s that simple, but, from time to time, the exact
same trap — “easier said than done”, just hinder
our behavior. In any case, if there were
something you think this school could improve
upon, please don’t hesitate to discuss with
teachers, other parents, and especially staff
members. This school is not just for your sons or
daughters. Every family has a part of the
ownership of the school. It is our duty and
mission to provide our own kids with a learning
environment they can relish even until they
become parents.

Ask: How would | work with other parents to
treasure the tradition of this school? How would
| do to help my kids to learn and benefit from
this school? How would | voluntarily help out for
the school?

Thanks everyone and looking forward to another
pleasant and fruitful school year!

Sincerely,

Jim King
Principal

© BFEH/

Recreation News 5.

Ski and earn money for RVCS!

| am pleased to announce that we are working
with Planning Tour Traveler, Inc. to secure
discount lift tickets, equipment rentals, ski
lessons and overnight lodging for this ski season.
The tickets are for the Shawnee Ski Area in the
Pocono Mountains of PA and the lodging is at
Fernwood Resort. Since Shawnee is only about 1
% hours away, you can also opt for a day trip and
get a discount on the lift ticket, lessons and/or
rental. Planning Tour is very flexible and is
offering these rates for basically the whole ski
season. They are offering an additional discount
off the posted rates and for every room sold the

school will get a few dollars in return. For
example, every adult who books a 2 night stay
will get $10 off and $5 will go to RVCS. Every villa
that is booked will get $20 off and $10 will go to
RVCS. And for an adult one night stay, there is
$5.00 off with $2.50 rebate for RVCS. The school
will also earn money if a minimum of 15 lift
tickets are sold.

If you opt to stay over during the week of
Christmas holiday (anytime between 12/24-
1/3/2010) you can enjoy breakfast, dinner,
shows and other social activities aprés ski, as
they say. You can also choose to stay in the main
hotel/lodge area or rent a separate 2 bedroom
condo/villa if you have a larger party and you
would like kitchen facilities, etc.

The savings are pretty substantial — for example,
the regular weekend/holiday rate for an adult lift
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ticket is $50. We can get it for $34. Packages
that include equipment rental and an adult
lesson are also discounted. For example, an
adult lift and rental is $49, which is $7 lower than
the group rate. The only thing that cannot be
arranged through Planning Tour is the SkiWee
School for kids 5 and younger. You would call
Shawnee directly to arrange that. Kids 6 and
older can do SkiWee School (3 hour lesson) or
adult lessons (11/2 hours).

So if you plan to do any skiing this season, please
consider Shawnee and making your
arrangements through this company. While I’'m
sure many of you would like to go at the same
time as your friends, you can also take advantage
of these rates on any date you choose. If you
contact Chris Tsai at Planning Tour Travel
directly, just mention that you are with Raritan
Valley Chinese School so we can get the credit. |
am also happy to take your reservations and
collect the checks as well. | have various price
lists for the lodging and lift tickets so you are
welcome to contact me for that, but if you have
more specific questions, please contact Chris
directly. His numbers are 732-662-1781 and his

cell is 732-822-9162. Chris would like to get a
count of the lodging reservations by December
2 so he knows how many rooms he has left. If
you want to stay over, please try to book before
December 2. Day trips can be arranged any
time.

| will also be holding copies of the information at
Chinese School or you can email me with any
guestions. Happy Skiing!

Sincerely,

Pamela Haviland, R 2 4&
Recreation Administrator, 82 &
pamchan@optonline.net

P.S. I am also one of the PTO coordinators so if
you are a teacher in need of some assistance,
please contact me and if you are a parent who
doesn’t mind volunteering at one of our
activities, please also let me know. | have a
rough list of volunteers to which I’d love to add
more names!
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© wWEEHRL / 4-H Corner
Activities:

Thanks to the many students, parents, teachers,
staff, relatives and friends who helped out at the
2009 Somerset County 4-H Fair and behind the
scenes. They made the event a success!

Several students participated in the talent show
each day to the delight of the audience;
performing with the Yo-Yo, Er-Hu, flute, dizi,
violins, and beautiful Chinese dances. The Friday
evening performances by the Lion Dance group,
Chinese dance group and musical instruments
were amazing.

There was origami, Chinese knotting and Chinese
calligraphy. The Bubble tea continues to be a hit

with many repeated customers.

It was a wonderful and fun experience for the
children.

Student Council:

The 2009 — 2010 Student Council members are:
President: Clarissa Chu

Vice-President: William King

Secretary: Kimberly Chan

Treasurer: Thomas Duh

Co-Editors: Melanie Tom and Kevin Hsieh

Membership Registration:

Submission of a 4-H Member registration form is
required in order to become a 4-H member.

Attending the Raritan Valley Chinese School does
not mean your child will automatically become a
4-H member. Please see Janet Chu (4-H Leader)
or Robert Lonoff (4-H Assistant Leader) for the
registration form.

Achievement and Awards:

19 people from the 4-H Chinese Culture Club
recently attended the 2009 4-H Arts
Achievement Dinner on Nov. 5, 2009 and
cheered on our wonderful 4-H members who
received the following awards:

Gold Certificate
Timothy Chan
William King

Teen Leader Pins
Timothy Chan
Michelle Ma

Silver Certificate Bronze Certificate

Ivy Kwan Sarah Ahmad
Rachel Lin Kimberly Hwang
Emily Ma Angelina Lai
Evanna Wang Edward Lai
Sophia Young Albert Lyou
Chris Shen
Abigail Shieh

7 Angeline Shieh
Bl

Country Project Medals

Leadership Medal
Clarissa Chu
Patricia Lin

Achievement Medal
Thomas Duh
William King

Community Service Medal

Kimberly Chan
Daryl Chen
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Each club brought food to the event. The
Chinese Culture Club's delicious menu consisted
of:

Beef with pepper & onion

General Tso's chicken

Ma Po tofu (mild)

Chicken with broccoli

Fried chicken wings

Fried rice

Fried noodles

White rice

Entertainment was provided by the Secret
Mystical Magicians. Many Chinese Culture Club
members had wonderful luck and won many
raffle gifts. It was a fun night enjoyed by all!

Future Event:

Attention: Parents of 6th - 8th graders

4-H Careers & County Government Day for
Grades 6 — 8, February 4, Deadline to Apply,
December 4

The Somerset County 4-H Youth Development
Program and the Board of Chosen Freeholders
are once again teaming up to sponsor a special

career program for 6-7-8 graders on Thursday,
February 4, 2010. Since County Government
performs many different functions, there are
many types of careers represented by it.
Therefore, participants do not have to be
interested in a government job to take

part. Participants will be matched with a County
Division that matches a career interest. The
students will then spend the day “shadowing” a
high-level Division official to learn about that
career type. The program is open to both
Somerset County 4-H members and non-
members who are county residents. Preference
will be given to students who have not
participated before. There is no charge. Students
must provide their own transportation and lunch.
Application forms are available at the 4-H Office,
with the Night Center Manager or online at
www.4HisTops.org. Completed applications are
due December 4, 2009. For more information,
call the 4-H Office at 908-526-6644.

Sincerely,

Janet Yu, R L
4-H Leader, 4-H %%

© ¥4 / Upcoming Events

11/15 #48)v. % & /PR K Bake Sale/Taiwan Disaster Relieve Fundraising
School-wide Public Speech Preliminary
School-wide Public Speech Final

Christmas Wreath Pick-up

Christmas Party

11/22 BNEFEEER
12/12 BANEFE#
12/13 ARE LB
12/20 T kY
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