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Our Chinese School/Chinese Culture Club has a Chinese
New Year Party every New Year on the lunar calendar,
and this year, there was great food, funny shows, and
an awesome Lion Dance. Mrs. Chang and Mr. Huang
presented awards for the speech contest and the
teachers gave their students awards like “Top3” and
“Teachers Choice.” Dinner was saved, courtesy of Asian
food markets, an after the dinner, the presentations

began!

1% up was the lion dance. They walked their way around
and displayed a fabulous performance. The lions had to
eat stuff with their mouth! The leader with the lions
also did well; she acted out everything so the
presentation had no flaws. Another stand-out was the
line dance, which included an impersonated Elvis. Then,

the dancers (no Elvis) led by Ms. Georgeanne did a
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dance with their handkerchiefs. Another one was the
talk show between Jessica Zhao and her father. This
was a Father and Daughter conversation. 1%, Jessica’s
father was testing her on Chinese, and it ended up
becoming Jessica setting ground rules about what her
parents should expect when she goes to college. She
says she’s planning on partying. This next one was
really appealing to the kids, the talent show. It was a
mix between Chinese, talent shows, and American
idol. First, there was a handkerchief dance, but it
was disliked by the pretend judges, especially
“Simon.” Then, food tossing. The two presenters took
off there outer clothes and to reveal gym clothes.
One started to do push-ups, while the other
stretched. Then a person took a piece of popcorn and
threw it at the other performer and he caught it in
his mouth from around 10 ft away! Then with
munchkins, though he missed some, and then
oranges, do he didn’t eat them, the skin was on.
Also, at the end, he was thrown a pineapple but
didn’t catch it. It might hurt. There were also other
dances, story telling, and Er-Hu (a Chinese Violin)
performance through out the evening. Everyone had a
great time and we are all happy into the Year of Rat.
(By Emily Ma and Jonathan Lin; article submitted to

Courier News)
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Spring into New Year

Warren Library celebrates "Year of
the Rat"
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WARREN — While Punxsutawney Phil was staking his
reputation on an extended winter, the 80 or so people
gathered at the township library had spring on their
minds.

The library hosted a Chinese New Year celebration
Saturday afternoon, following Chinese tradition by
celebrating the start of the lunar year and the coming
of spring.

"This is our first time doing this," library spokeswoman
Suni Minorics said. "We wanted people to come to the
library and know that the library is a community hub."

Minorics said the celebration of the Chinese holiday was
a fitting choice because the township has a large Asian
population. According the U.S. Census Bureau's Census
2000 Profile, one in 10 township residents are of Asian
heritage.

The afternoon included Chinese crafts such as origami,
Chinese paper cutting and Chinese knots. The activites
were led by staff and students from the Raritan Valley
Chinese School in North Branch.

Fanny Leu, a volunteer from the school, said the
library's activity room was decorated like a traditional
Chinese home during the New Year celebration. Banners
adorned the sides and top of the doorway. Descending
from the middle of the doorway was the Chinese
character for "fortune,” Leu said.

"It means "fortune' and it is hung upside down, because
that is inviting fortune to come in," she said.

In the back of the room, another sign bore the Chinese
character for "spring." Again, it was upside down,
symbolically inviting in the spring planting season.

Township resident Ann Jordan brought her 6-year-old
granddaughter, Kayli Marques, to the festival. Jordan
said Marques also is a student at the Chinese school.

"My daughter adopted her from China when she was 15
months old," Jordan said.
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Sitting on a bench in the back of the room, Jordan
said she was having a good time.

“I'm enjoying this very much,” she said. "I enjoy
watching the children watch themselves."

In addition to the crafts, visitors also could try their
hand at using chopsticks to pick up M&M's candy.
Melanie Spock, of Martinsville, said she eventually got
it.

"I actually did," she said. "It took me a little bit,
though."

Spock also made an origami crane, she said.

A Chinese meal also was provided for participants.
Feb. 7 is the actual start of the 15-day New Year
celebration in China, Leu said. According to the
Chinese calendar, the new year will be the year 4706,
the "Year of the Rat," she said.

Minorics said the library plans to hold other cultural
events in the future. She said libraries are much more
than books these days, and events such as the
Chinese New Year celebration help spread that
message.

It was a message well-received by Peter Primavera,
of Watchung, who brought his 16-month-old son
Alexander to the festival.

"The kids that were doing the knots had him sitting
there mesmerized, and the girls doing the paper," he
said.

Primavera said his wife is Chinese and his son half-
Chinese, so Saturday's festival had extra meaning.

"We're trying to expose him to the programs of the
library," he said, "and we thought this would be
especially good."
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New Year Party Sponsors
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TR Jen Fang family
R Yi-Tung Lyou family
HKEE Ching Hsuen Chu family
1E£ZF Lesniewski family

= ¥ Jim Huang family

28532 Wen-Chen Suen family
ERZE Gene Wang family
EZE P Roger Ho family
#*21E Stanley Lin family
£ W Yi-Tien Yang family

= >5L Jonathan Chu family
1EHR Jan family

=HES Sun-Chueh Kao family
=HIEE Eng-Kok Lau family
BRiY#v 2B Sam Hsu family
& XEEBE Andrew Lai family
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Coming Up Event

o4/20/08:
mEZ Parent’s conference & staff election

05/04/08:
E1EELE Writing Contest

o5/11/08
B2 3 B & 3¥E B2 Student council election

o5/18/08:
F B &5 H 748 Chinese Festival Presentation

05/28/07:
53X 1Bz Memorial Day Holiday

06/01/07:
2008-2009 TFEEFEEMEALS
2008-2009 Early Registration begin

06/08/07:
HAZR A Final Exam/Teacher Luncheon

06/15/08

B/ERME - HAKRE - EEh=
School end ceremony & party
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Chinese Culture Intro
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RVCS and 4H Chinese Culture Club were invited to
introduce Chinese Culture at South Jersey 4H Clubs
on March 1. The attendants are mostly from 8" to
12" grader. Chinese Culture is part of the world
culture introduction in the agenda. The main theme
of this meeting is to provide teenagers an opportunity
to learn and develop their knowledge and life skills in
this seemly more and more globalized world.
Assistant 4H Leader, Sam Chen, prepared handouts,
music, and movie clips and interacted with the
participants. There were a lot of interesting
questions and funs during the meeting. RVCS and 4H
Chinese Cultural Club routinely participate in various
community events and commit to continue the
engagements, as done in the past, to participate with
the goodwill in promoting harmony within our
community.
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