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School Directory was distributed on November
5. Please contact Principal or Staff Member in
the office if you have not received one.

In order to communicate better with parents
about school events, RV CS has set up agroup
mailing list. Please sign up via

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/njrvcsy
or send mail to

njrvcs-subscri be@yahoogroups.com
(No yahoo ID isrequired)

Also, check out calendar at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/njrvcs/cal
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© Chinese New Year Party
© FEEE FI Coming Up Event Chinese New Year Party is scheduled to be hosted
at 4-H Center on Saturday, February 10, 2007
01/21/07: _ from 4:30 PM. to 9:00 PM. The snow day will be
P15 % Final Exam Sunday, February 11, 2007. Registration form will
be handed out. Donation is aways welcomed.
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S.A.T. Test Taking Techniques & Strategies

Asthe New Y ear has started, many high school juniors
are considering the SAT exam. The SAT exam is one
of the most demanding tests a high school student
will take in his or her lifetime, and aso one of the most
important criteria in determining the student’s
admission into colleges. The upcoming SAT testsin
2007 are given on the following dates:

January 27, March 10, May 5, and June 2.

While the number of college-bound students continues
to grow each year, the number of open freshman seats
remains basically the same. Acceptance rates at some
top schools have falen to as low as 10% of submitted
applications.

While many students have started reviewing the math and
verbal material that is covered in the SAT exam, don't
forget that there are many techniques that you can use to
improve your scores. The following tips are vital to
achieving a high scorein SAT math:

Knowing Subject Matter:

* Many of you took geometry years ago and may have
forgotten useful conclusions of proofs and theorems.

How about coordinate systems? Y ou had it asearly as
in algebra and in geometry; but do you remember how
to reflect a given graph about the Y-axis? Or rotate it
about the origin?

Absolute values and inequalities can be extra tricky
when combined.
Question Types (Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry)

» Areyou good at taking multiple-choice tests? Good.
The SAT exam is mostly multiple-choice. There are
only 10 student-produced-response questions in math in
which you have to write in the answer. Some helpful
hints for the student-produced-response section:

0 No penalty if you answer a question incorrectly

Mixed fractions are unacceptable

o}
0 Don't bother rounding repeating decimals
o}

No zero in the first column. Y our answers must be
as accurate as possible.

o No radicals, negative numbers, variables, or exponents
* SAT Math sections are either:
0 25 minutes for 20 multiple-choice questions, or

o0 25 minutes for 8 multiple-choice questions, followed
by 10 student-produced-response questions, or

0 20 minutes for 16 multiple-choice questions

Not necessarily in that order. By the way, questions are
generally ordered from easy to hard within any given
section.

2 scoring flavors: raw and scaled

» Raw score isthe number of questions you answered
correctly, minus (excluding Student-Produced Responses)
aquarter of the number answered incorrectly.

Scaled score, ranging from 200 to 800, is the score that
you tell others about. It's how you compare your raw
score to others taking the SAT the same day.

Guessing To Your Advantage

» Simplerule: If you can eliminate 2 or more wrong
choices, it will improve your scorein the long run.

* Since math questions are generally ordered from simple to
difficult, your strategy of guessing also dependson
whether you are tackling an easy or difficult question.

Timing —just likein Wall Street; timing is everything

20 question in 25 minutes. That boils down to 75 seconds
per question. It'snot alot of time, considering the score
could affect where you will be the next 4 years of your life.
Although you usually double-check your answers before
moving on to the next question, on the SAT’sit’s not worth
the time unless you' re finished and have extratime left.

While these are various tactics to help you attack tricky math
problems, is best to illustrate them with examples. Feel free
to contact me at (908) 392-5193 or hningl23@gmail.com.
Good luck!

By Harold Ning
Certified New Jersey High School M ath Teacher
Experienced SAT Math & HS Math Tutor
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